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A Review of Althusser’s Theory of Ideology
Liu Liyong
Abstract: Theory of means of production in Marxism is the premise and basis of Althusser’s theory of
ideology. The reproduction of productive relations is a crucial issue, which is achieved by superstructure of
law, politics, and ideology. Ideology and ideological state apparatuses play an indispensable role: Ideology ex-
ists in apparatuses and their practice. Ideology enables people to imagine themselves as “free subjects”, thus
performing their ruling role, dominating those in opposition in a covert way.
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