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On the Mode of signification

of the Historical Avant-Garde’s Prominence to Materiality
Li Yongxin

Abstract: The historical Avant—Garde, which gives prominence to materiality, different from modernist
art, manifests a sense of philosophy. The historical Avant—Garde’ s prominence to materiality expresses its
radical aesthetic principle that destruction is a form of creation, and then constitutes a unique mode of signi-
fication, which encourages spectators to accept the materiality of art and reflect on the philosophy of society
and history. From a social perspective, the historical Avant—Garde’ s prominence to materiality not only in-
creases the distance between art and society by means of abstraction in which form and content completely
break away from each other, but also sparks a controversy over whether the historical Avant—Garde can inter-
vene in society or is a kind of independent art. Historically, the historical Avant-Garde’s prominence to ma-
teriality compresses the past and the future into the present relying on its particular mode of signification,
and by intensifying the effect of the present, changes spectators’ conventional recognition of history and in-
spires their philosophical thinking of the present and the future.

Keywords: Burger; Theories of Avant—Garde; the historical Avant—Garde; prominence to materiality
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