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The Chinese Experience of Independent Development

of Rural Communities
— Rural Autonomy Towards a Community
Zhang Xiaojun Lei Lihong

Abstract: By reviewing the 10—year CDD and CDF Project in Baishui County, Shannxi Province, the
present paper discusses the Chinese experience of independent development and poverty alleviation during
the process of rural renovation, and demonstrates the possibility and legal basis of the independent develop-
ment of China’s rural communities. The paper argues that rural autonomy is not a supplement for governmen-
tal governance, but forms different aspects of “the people’s governance” combined with governmental gover-
nance. It is a feasible way of poverty alleviation and development for future China’s countryside to establish
rural autonomy of symbiotic culture, sharing economy and communities in rural areas, bring into full play vil-
lagers’ autonomy and subjectivity, and empower both rural communities and villager individuals on a symbi-
otic basis of common ownership and mutual benefits.

Keywords: rural community; villagers’ autonomy; independent development; Chinese experience
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