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On the Political Metaphor of a Public Opinion Event on the Internet

— From the Perspective of Spatial Justice
Yang Rongjun

Abstract: Although the news that “a woman from Shanghai fled from the countryside of Jiangxi Prov-
ince” proves to be false, the political metaphor behind it is thought—provoking and even alarming from the
perspective of spatial justice: such a public opinion event shows that severe imbalance and injustice in spa-
tial development exists in China’s social development. The cause for that lies in the lack of a right balancing
mechanism in China’s institutional designing and policy making, for which imbalance and injustice in spa-
tial development fails to be compensated and controlled effectively. The fundamental solution to that prob-
lem is to strike a balance between universal justice and divergent justice and design a sensible compensating
policy for injustice to show respect for personal value of individuals in different spaces so as to improve the
current opposition and split among different social groups and adjust relations and structures in family, econ-
omy, society, politics and culture.

Keywords: spatial justice; public opinion event; political metaphor; universal justice; divergent justice
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