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On the Narrative of Rural Sage and Significance
of Guan Renshan’s Novels

Yang Chaogao

Abstract: Among contemporary writers, Guan Renshan is the one who has made the most efforts to
write about rural sages. Through a series of novels, he has rewritten the narrative paradigm of squires and ru-
ral sages in modern and contemporary Chinese literature, reshaping a group of well-rounded images of con-
temporary rural sages. Moreover, he has reconstructed the contemporary culture of rural sage on the basis of
inheriting and innovating the cultural tradition. In the process of reshaping and reconstructing, we can see
the writer’ s standard for the rural sage and rural attitude. Whether to rural cultural construction or to litera-
ture itself, the narrative of rural sage of Guan Renshan’s novels is of great significance.

Keywords: Guan Renshan; the image of rural sage; rural sage culture; High Heaven and Deep Earth;
The Sun; The River of Wheat
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