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A Cause Analysis of the Improvement

in Sino—Korean Relations since 1892

Zhang liheng

Abstract: After signing the USA - Korea Treaty of 1882, Korea started to challenge the traditional su-
zerain—vassal state and strive for national independence. At first, they relied on Japanese, then sought assis-
tance from Russia, further attached themselves to America, and finally created the “Park Jong—yang Inci-
dent”. This incident damaged the traditional suzerain—vassal state and Sino—Korean relationship deteriorat-
ed quickly. But because of a serious financial crisis of their own as well as Qing government’ s pressure and
America’ s lip service, Korea had to compromise. The Sino—Korean relationship recovered since 1892, and
another honeymoon period began.

Keywords: “Park Jong—yang Incident”; the principle of “neither attachment nor isolation”; “Port Ham-

ilton Incident”
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