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The Guilds in the Socialist Transformation of Industry and Commerce
— a Case Study of the Guild of Beijing Hotels (1952-1956)

Peng Nansheng Zheng Siliang

Abstract: Following the foundation of the People’s Republic of China, guilds were facing a new chal-
lenge of assisting the government in socialist transformation. Taking the guild of Beijing hotels as an exam-
ple, the paper attempts to reveal how the guilds assisted the new regime with transformation as well as their
own historical experiences. In early 1956, the Chinese government accelerated the transformation of trade
without full preparation, causing a turmoil at the beginning. The guild assisted the government in economic
transformation by organizing and mobilizing members, playing a critical role in union. However, socialist
transformation eliminated the economic basis of the guilds, and the mutual-aid teams that were established
during the transformation and directly led by the government performed the function of union instead of
guilds. Under the influence of the ideology of the CCP, the assistants eventually came to an end after accom-
plishing their mission of transformation.
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