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The Motives for and the Characteristics of the Transition in Annotation
for The Analects of Confucius in the Tang and Song Dynasties
Qiao Fang

Abstract: From the middle Tang Dynasty to the Northern Song Dynasty, Chinese feudal society wit-
nessed a transition and turning point toward the late development. The study of Chinese classics and Confu-
cian philosophy also underwent a transitional development. Meanwhile, The Analects annotation also wit-
nessed a transformation. Scholars questioned the errors in the private copies of The Analects and even made
collations and amendments, while they also demonstrated strong reverence for the book. From the historical
perspective, their questions and collations were generated from their hope of clearing away every possible er-
ror in the book, finding ideological weapons for the social changes by correcting Confucian classics and re-
storing The Analects and Confucianism. The ultimate goal of questioning and amending is to worship.

Keywords: the middle Tang Dynasty; the Song Dynasty; The Analects of Confucius; the study of Chi-

nese classics; worshiping classics and Confucius
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