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The Formation of Discourse Modes of the Philosophers’
“Argumentation” and “Speech—-Image—Thought”

Yang Jun

Abstract: In the times of different schools of thought the literati were keen on argumentation, reflecting
on and discussing such essential issues as politics, culture, life and human nature. Achievements of ideology
and culture with the glowing of wisdom objectively require language to be recorded and spread in an expres-
sive way that combines the philosophical thinking and rational reflection. For this reason, Confucius advocat-
ed “classical language” practice, and solved the shortcomings named “words are not satisfactory” through
proposing a speech way of “creating images to convey meanings”. It means, in the stage of thought, language
should be dominated by subjective will and deliver the implied metaphorical meanings through imagination
to show a specific and vivid “image”, which means “image” is from “thought”. In the structure of “speech—
image—thought”, “thought” is the guide of “image”, and it is the purpose of language. “Thought” dominates
the discourse connolation of “classical language” practice, and it determines the ultimate value of “argumen-
tation”. In the times of different schools of thought, the popular pursuit of “argumentation” promoted the for-
mation of discourse modes of “speech—image—thought” in ancient Chinese philosophy and literature.

Keywords: times of different schools of thought; “argumentation”; discourse mode of “speech—image—

». o« T .y
thought”; “creating images to convey meanings
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