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The Representation of Fashion and the Spiritual Connotation
of Shanghai Movies During the 1920s and the 1930s

Si Xiaoxia Kang Hongzhe

Abstract: The movie is a product of urban consumer culture and social modernity, of which fashion is
one of essential qualities. The Chinese movies in the 1920s and 1930s represented by Shanghai movies re-
flects materially fashion and pioneer in people’ s every aspect of daily life and spiritually contemporary
brand—new ideas like women’s liberation, freedom and equality. Consumerism in commercial society and ra-
tional social criticism by intellectual elites compose the core of movie fashion during this period both on the
exterior and on the interior. The market characteristics and laws they reveal as a cultural consumptive prod-
uct give inspiration to the present development of film industry.

Keywords: movies in the Republic of China; Shanghai; Fashion; material representation; spiritual con-

notation
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