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Lukacs as a Literary Criticist: 1931-1945
Xu Xi

Abstract: Lukacs’s status as a literary criticist tends to be overshadowed by his status as a philosopher
and aesthetician. However, his significance and position in literary theory is worthy of concern and study.
The period of 1931-1945 is a critical turning point for Lukacs when he converted to a Marxist by sticking to
socialist revolution and sought for an answer in theory. “Great realism” is the core concept in Lukacs’s liter-
ary criticism, which is based on his theory of “totality” and reflects typical characteristics of Marxist literary
theory.

Keywords: Lukacs; 1931-1945(the Soviet Union period ); great realism; Marxism
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