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The Customs of Drinking Wine in the Late Ming Dynasty
— an Analysis Based on the Contemporary Novel

of Jin Ping Mei Cihua of That Time
Huang Yilan

Abstract: People liked drinking wine in the late Ming Dynasty with the increasing living standard.
There is much description of these customs in Jin Ping Mei Cihua. This kind of customs show a shift to rich-
ness and luxury in daily life from frugality and thrifty in the early Ming Dynasty. Many men of insight were
very worried about it and tried to advocate thrifty, but their advocacy had unremarkable effects.

Keywords: Jin Ping Mei Cihua; the late Ming Dynasty; customs of drinking wine
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