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The Motives in Political Philosophy for Historical Materialism

Tian Guanhao

Abstract: Marx had his profound motives in political philosophy for establishing historical materialism.
On the one hand, with a deep understanding that individuals’ self—determination and free development are
the driving forces for civilization, he accepted argumentation by Epicurus for material individualism; on the
other hand, he had a better knowledge of the limits of individual spontaneity than anyone else, attempting to
absorb German idealist thought on “human’s planned dominance of society” on the basis of materialism. It
is by virtue of this that historical materialism manages to integrate such two different ways of thinking as “in-
dividual freedom” and “social union”, thus for the first time providing a guideline of political philosophy
with both integrality and openness for interpreting and guiding current social changes.

Keywords: individual freedom; free union; historical materialism; Epicurus; Marx
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