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The Transitional Middle Class
and the Marginal Middle Class in China
Li Qiang

Abstract: Until today China’s middle class is still at a low proportion. The major proportion of China’s
middle class consists of the transitional middle class and the marginal middle class. Based on the method of
International Socio—Economic index of Occupational Status, this paper measures the size of the transitional
middle and the marginal middle class in China and analyses their structures. It also analyses their distribu-
tion in different scales of cities and their major occupational structures. Furthermore, it offers policy recom-
mendations to assist the transitional middle class and the marginal middle class. It also gives policy sugges-
tions on how to cultivate the middle class society in China.

Keywords: the middle class; the transitional middle class; the marginal middle class; the core middle

class; the middle class society
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