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The Origin, Evolution, and Naming rationality of Fantasy Films
Ni Xiangbao

Abstract: Though many think fantasy films are emerging in recent years, they actually rise from George
Melies’ early stout films, earlier than science fiction, magic fantasy and myth movies. At the turning of the
century, stimulated by rapid progress of movie technology and demand side consumerism, fantasy films have
become a hot topic of commercial movies and an important source of box office. The naming method of such
film is relevant to its relatively long history, visual spectacle, and summarized expression of the theme. More-
over, naming of such film caters for younger generation’s preference.

Keywords: fantasy film; George Melies; special effects; demand side; type naming
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