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[1]Peter F. Strawson, “Freedom and Resentment”, in Free Will, edited by Gary Watson, Oxford, UK: Oxford University
Press, 1982, p.67.

[2][3]R. Jay Wallace, Responsibility and the Moral Sentiments, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1994, p.91,
p-131.
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[11[2][3][4]Harry Frankfurt, “Freedom of the Will and the Concept of a Person”, in Free Will, edited by Gary Watson, Ox-
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[1]Harry Frankfurt, “Alternate Possibilities and Moral Responsibility”, in Moral Responsibility and Alternative Possibilities,
edited by David Widerker and Michael McKenna, Burlington, Vermont: Ashgate Publishing Company, 2003, pp. 21-22.

[2]Harry Frankfurt, “Freedom of the Will and the Concept of a Person”, in Free Will, edited by Gary Watson, Oxford: Ox-
ford University Press, 1982, p.95.
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[1][2]Susan Wolf, Freedom within Reason, New York: Oxford University Press, 1990, p.75, p.77.
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Why Should We Bear Moral Responsibility for Our Own Behavior?
— A Compatibilist Explanation and the Problems with It
Yao Dazhi

Abstract: It is usually believed that only with freedom do humans bear moral responsibility for their
own behavior. However, from a scientific perspective, humans are not free because human behavior submits
to a cause—and—effectexplanation, which is by nature determinist, thus generating a significant question on
moral theory: Is freedom (as well as moral responsibility) compatible with determinism? Some moral philoso-
phers maintain that they are incompatible whereas many argue for compatibilism. Thus, compatibilists are
confronted with a question fundamentally hard to answer: If determinism is true, how can humans have moral
responsibility for their own behavior? Generally speaking, we can sum up three versions of answers, namely
response theory, hierarchy theory, and value theory. The present critical analysis suggests that there exist in-
surmountable difficulties in compatibilism in these versions.
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