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The Dominance of Benevolence over Four Virtues
— on the Relationship Between Benevolence and Modern Value

Chen Lai

Abstract: The present essay systematically discusses the thought of Cheng Hao, Cheng Yi, Zhu Xi,
Kang Youwei, and Tan Sitong on the relationship between benevolence and four virtues. In particular, the es-
say advances a significant new statement on the dominance of benevolence over four virtues, such as kind-
ness, freedom, equality, and justice in the new historical period. The statement not only reveals the profound
modern value of the thought on the dominance of benevolence over four virtues, but also offers a model of in-
novation of Confucianism in the new historical period, which is of great theoretical and practical significance.

Keywords: modern value; equality; freedom; justice
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