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Absorption, Criticism and Reconstruction

Western Literary Theory in the 20" Century

— Chapter 14 on the New System of Literary Theory
Wang Zhongling

Abstract: Western literary theory can fall into at least such four categories: psychoanalysis, formalism,
phenomenology and existentialist philosophy, and post—modernity, among which formalist literary theory and
phenomenological and existentialist aesthetics are two largest categories: the former includes the new criti-
cism, myth—prototype criticism, structuralist poetics while the latter involves phenomenological aesthetics,
existentialist literary theory, philosophical hermeneutics, as well as receptional aesthetics and reader re-
sponse criticism as a result of the intersection of philosophical hermeneutics and phenomenological aesthet-
ics. Four modes can be used to summarize western literary theory in the 20" century: text—writer mode, text
mode, text—reader mode, and text—society mode. Despite difference and change, various western philosophi-
cal and literary theories in the 20" century intersect and coexist with one another in the above—mentioned
four modes. Naturally, a general trend is shown from the modern mode to the post—-modern mode and then be-
yond the post—modern mode.

Keywords: psychoanalysis; formalism; phenomenology; existentialist philosophy; post—modern philoso-
phy
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