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The Comparative Study of Royal Clans’ First Founding System
in the Western and Eastern Jin Dynasties,
the Southern Liang Dynasty and Northern Wei Dynasty

Liu Jun

Abstract: The policy was consistently pursued by the six dynasties that depended on the royal clan to
adapt to the aristocratic politics. The royal clan’s special status as the highest family was reflected in their
first Founding. We may master the characteristics of the times by the comparative study of the double Jin,
XiaoLiang and Northern Wei dynasties royal clan’s first Founding system. We found that their official period
was by the age of 20, even was advanced under 15 years old; the rank was exceeded up the 6th gentry line,
partly ascended to at least the 4th imperial family election; occupied the prominent position which entirety
surpassed other noblemen and revealed the imperial authority. The Jin system was the blueprint of the Xiao-
Liang and Northern Wei dynasties, but they were at the different development routes which embodied the his-
torical conditions.

Keywords: the Western and Eastern Jin Dynasties; the Southern Liang Dynasty; the Northern Wei Dy-

nasty; royal clan; the first Founding system
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