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Dual Character: the Traditional Wedding between the Inheritance
and Changes in Modern Jiangnan Area of China
Xu Huabo

Abstract: During the period of modern China, the wedding in Jiangnan area of China had dual charac-
ter. On the one hand, it was continued of the “marriage arranged by parents”, “the words of a match-maker”
and the traditional wedding ceremony; on the other hand, the traditional ceremony has changed to suit the de-
velopment of society. Based on the “marriage arranged by parents”, “the words of a match—maker” and the
“six steps” of the traditional marriage, we can discuss the state of development of the tradition wedding of the
modern Jiangnan area of China, and give an interpretation of the way of survival of traditional customary cul-
ture in representative of traditional wedding.

Keywords: the inheritance and changes; modern Jiangnan area; traditional wedding
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