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The Cultural Connotation and Significance
of Chinese Folk Art
Ji Zhongyang Hu Yan

Abstract: Folk art diachronically develops in a very slow way with a stable configuration. In terms of
its cultural connotation, from bottom to top, there are primitive cultural conceptions, secular cultural concep-
tions, conventional cultural conceptions, and current diversified ideas. The deep cultural connotations of
folk art are so stable that they hardly change as society and culture change, not only because these deep cul-
tural connotations are closely related to human instinctive needs, but, more importantly, because they have
been internalized into national collective unconsciousness by means of a symbolic system that has been
passed down from generation to generation. Folk art, a vehicle of group cultural remembrance, is of great irre-
placeable significance to inherit cultural legacy, reestablish cultural identity, and construct deep—rooted
modern culture.

Keywords: Chinese folk art; cultural connotation; symbolic system; cultural legacy
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