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Towards a Concept of Moral-stressed Development
with Chinese Characteristics
Wang Zhihe

Abstract: With the worldwide domination of modernity, modern concept of development, part of mo-
dernity, is the rage, worshipped by moderns, especially modern liberal economists. However, the high—speed
GDP growth failed to bring about the prospect of liberty and equality promised by liberal economists; in-
stead, it resulted in a great gap between the rich and the poor, the destruction of natural environment and so-
cial community as well as the pervasion of nihilism. Facing increasing poverty, inequality and environmental
deterioration, people began to reflect on the modern concept of development which is based on Eurocentrism
and immoralism. “The second enlightenment” based on process philosophy and constructive post—modern-
ism in pursuit of common welfare of human and nature calls for a post—modern concept of development,
namely, a concept of moral-stressed development. This personalized concept of harmonious development
with moral content not only contributes to tackling disadvantages of modern concept of development, but al-
s0 helps us get back our sense of meaning, belonging and welfare that have been lost for long in our life.

Keywords: moral-stressed development; constructive post—modernism; post—modern concept of de-

velopment; the second enlightenment; ecological civilization
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