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Wealth Creation Myth and the Order of Technical Symbol
— the Labor Relation in Chinese Internet Business
Tong Xin Liang Meng

Abstract: During the Internet Age, global financial capital selects technical talents’ intellectual capi-
tal, producing a wealth creation myth, which is of great cultural symbolic meaning, and shaping new work
ethics and order of technical symbol of employees’ hard work and overwork in Internet business. The combi-
nation of capital and technical elites results in the segmentation in the Internet business. On the one hand, fi-
nancial capital is combined with stratification of higher education, setting up the high—level labor market in
which labor force, having the intellectual advantage, gains advantageous competitive position, work autono-
my, and even capital ownership. On that basis, a new cooperative labor relation model is beginning to take
shape. On the other hand, masses of marginal labor force are flooding the Internet business. The order of
technical symbol conceals instability, high—intensity, and fragmentalization of their work. As a consequence,
the traditional labor relation model of simplistic control has not been altered but reinforced by means of the
Internet monitoring.

Keywords: wealth creation myth; work ethics; the order of technical symbol; labor relation
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